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Jacoh Keefer, of Washington, has asked
the Distriet Commissioners to have the
statue of Lincoln in Lincoln Park dennded
of a portion of its symbolism. At the
feet of the Emancipator in the Lincoln
Park statue is a naked, cronching negro,
who is looking up into Lincoln's face with
an expression of pleading agony on his
black ™ featares. Mr, Keefer wants the
negro taken off the stntue. He says he
makes the thing  inharmonions.  The
Commissioners have happily informed the
gentleman that they have no jurisdiction
over the matter,
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Lundscape gardners and people with
“public improvement™ fads are positively
inexorable in their demands. Just now
the Waur Department is “doing things.”
Congres= appropriated money to  erect
statues 1o a lot of old fellows that the
world” has well nigh forgotten, “and the
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War Department is about to place these,
Jafuyette IDark, opposite  the  White
House, iz to get at Jeast two, which
shonld 2o in the corners to balance the
two already erected.  In the corner se-
Ieeted for one 18 0 magnificent elm tree.
It is known to be over a century old, and
is as sound as a dollar. It shades a great
big comer of the Park in Summer and is
a favorite place for the childron that play
there. The iconoclastic people who lhad
the placing of the statue at that particular
spot were already to go 1o work chopping
the tree down, when a protest was rushed
over to the War Department, and Secre-
tary Koot recalled the order, so far as
destroying the tree l: (‘d:ll{'t‘l’ll!‘l].
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Abner Taylor, ex-Representative from
Tllinois, died in Washington last  week. |
He lost his eyesight a few years ago, his |
vision havine always been defective, This |
defect kept him from weing mustered into
the army during the war of the rebeliion.
He was born in M ::E.u« ‘iu 1529,

Hon. Binger Hermann, of Oregon,
former Comissioner of the Unitod States
Lapd Office, has been nominated for Con-

gress in the First Oregon District.  Mr.
Hermann served two years in Congress
before going into the Land Office. |
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Hallet Kilbourn died at 8t. Elizabetl's, |

yashington, Jast week. His career had |
been a notable one in many ways, He |
was a “Forty-niver,” and was oue of the |
writers for the old National Republican
of this city. He was associated with Gov.
Bhepard in the improvement of Washing-
ton, and was onee indicted by Congress for
participation in what was known as the
“Real Estate deal”™ of Washington, He |
refused to give up the Looks of the veal |
estate firin with which he was connectid,
and was sentenced to jail. The jail of
the town was a horrible place, so- Mr.
Kilbourn was inearcerated in one of the
Committes rooms at the Capitol, where |
he lived like a prince for  nearly two |
months, Then he was turned loose, and
that was the last of the case. Mr. Kil-
bourn had been in failing health for a |
long time, and his mind left him over a |
Fear ago.
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The butchers of Washington arethrough
giving credit except under certain cir-
empstances, They had a meeting recent- |
Iy, and, after discnssing the S800,000 |
worth of failures of butchers in Washing- i
ton iu the last 10 years, determined to put |
# stop to the wholesale loss they had been
suffering through purposely dishonest peo- |
ple. They have sent out a circular to all |
their enstomers, which reads, in part, as |
follows:
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“Most of these gecounts are net made
by ‘persons who cannot pay, but by u-f
travagunt persons who will not pay. Do |
you want to pay for what this extrava- |
ganf class eat? person who now gets |
credit from # butcher and wishes to trans-
fer his trade to unother will, upon the |
payment of his bill at the first butcher, |
receive a card which will help him to ob- l
tain credit from the new butcher.”
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The Indianola Post-office is not to be |
discontinued. and the Postmistress, Mrs,
Minnie (", Cox, is drawing her salary, and |
will until the term for which she was |
appointed expires. The denizens of that
neck of Missizsippi woods' will not get
their mail ar Indiancls, however, until all
danger 10 Mrs, Cox is past.
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Miss: Rebecea Taylor, the young lady |
who undertook to buck against the Civil
Service Commission and the President of
the United States, has just fallen heir to |

300,000 fortune from an old noele who |
lived in San Fraucisco, Falliug heir to
fortunes is a much easier way of aequir- |
fng them than fighting the Government |
for a chauce to earn one. Miss Taylor
announces that she will be back in the |
Fall, and proposes to use a good deal of |
thut $300.000 in coutinuing the fight on
the President.
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There is an old saving about “the fool |
and his woney.” Miss Taylor is nobody’s
fool—yet, i
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Commissioner-General Sargent, of the
Immigration Burean, is on his way to
Huwaii, where he will establish an im- |
migrant station at Honolulu. Congress |
appropriated $30.000 for this purposse last
Winter. The opening of the Pacific cable
has greatly facilitated the work of the
immigrant service in the Hawsiian sta- |
tions.  The Immigrant Commissoner iy
now in tonch with the work in Honoluly |
every day, and ean decide questions in n |
day which used 1o keep tmmigrauts in |
detention for more than a wmonth at a !
time.
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The Tressnry Department has  just |
rented fireproof #torsge room for the old
files of the Aunditor of the Post-office De-
partment. There are MW tons of these
files. They consist of old money orders
and guard books which, under the law.
must ot Le destroyed until after a lapse |
of seven yeass.
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It is not generally known that the Govy-
ermment finds ready sale for all its old

papers, and as soon as the aw releases |

these ol files they will be sold to the
munufacturers of paper, when they will be
made juto new paper. Every serap of
Government paper is sold. 1t is not even
permitted 1o take an ol envelope from
one of the waste-baskets, for these are
all sold to staanp wen, who realize enor-
“monsiy on the finds they sometimes moke
among the foreign postage stamps,
] . L]

It is suid that President Roosevelt is
earrying a gun on bis porson during his
tip.
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People who have Government “claims"
against avylody or austhing embark on
& rough voyage when they undeitake to
got them through, Third Assistant Sce-
retary of State I 1) Pelree has insti-
tnted suits in the District Supreme Court
10 gerve injunctions preventing the puy-
ment of awards by fdon. 1. M. C. Asser,
of The Hague Court, in scitlement of the
reizure of sailing vessels by the Russian
Government. The vessels belonged to
Americans, and the awards amount to
nearly 275,000, Mr. Peirce claims one-
third of the amount as compensation for
his services in securing the same. Tem-
porary injunctions have been granted and
receivers bave been appoinled.
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- Milton E. Ailes, Assistant Secretary of
the Treasury, has severed his connection
with that Department, o aceept the Viee
Presidency of the Riges National Bank of
Washington, cne of the oldest and most
prominent institutions in the Kast. Presi-
dent Roosevelt accepted the resignation of
Mr, Ailes with extreme regret, and so
stated in a particularly pleasing personal

Secretary Shaw wrote Mr. Ailes "as fol-
lows: d . . .

*1 am fully advised that your retire-
ment from public serviee i3 because of
new responsibilities which yon are about
to assume, and while I conzratulate yon
npon this merited recognition, I regret ex-
ceedingly that it shonld become lecessary.
for yon to sever your connection with the
Department doring my incumbeney.  Onr
relations have been more than agreeable:
they have been cordinl and  pleasant.
You vertainly huave my best wishes, and 1
predict for yon a most suecessfol career
in the field of commercial activity which
yan have chosen,”
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A regular serapping match is going on
hetween the Commissioners of the District
of Colvmbia and the milk dealers of the
city as to avhether the dealers shall or
shall not rinse and elean the milk eans
before returning them to  the farmers,
The milkmen =ay that it will work them
a great havdship if ther -have to clean
ot the cans before returning them, and
that the farmers scald and c¢leanse them
thoroughly hefare thexy pse them again,
anvhow. The farmers reply that when
the milk is left ‘to dry on the sides and
hottom of the can, thet it iz almost in-
possible to get those cans clean. and that
uo amount of scalding and steaming will
swoeten them. ns long as a tiny bit of
driedl milk remains to contamioate the
whole. And so it goes,
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Some pathologival sharp who represents
one of the milk denlers muve it us s
opinion that the faet of milk souring from
these particles did not et the milk in
the least!  He said that sonr milk was
counted healthy, and that lots of eastom-
ors took sour wilk all the time! e also
venturad the opinion that it wounld be im-
possible for milk to toen poteid and breed
aagzots, n= had been asserted by a cus-
tomer who was on the witness stand. Ile
said that it Jdid not matter getting filth in
the cans: it would all rinse out!
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Aud this man professes to know all
about diseases, their caunses, course and
correction!  Tmagine having a man like
that to analyze the milk that teething
habies, for instance. are obliged to take
for nourishment. If this is the class of
men that milk dealers smploy in general
to make tests for them, it is not much
wonder that infant moestality in  great
cities, where milk searcely  fit for
“swill” by the time it is taken from the
milk train at the city’s gates, beeomoes
appallingly large before the heated term is
at an end,
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A great story was sent out hy some

| correspondent in Washington on a guiet
| day recently abont how Admiral Schley

wns going on the lecture platform. The
Admiral gets a little riled when the mat-
ter is mentioned to him: *I deo not think
I have made a fool of myself at any stage
of wy life,” he =aid the other day, “and
I have no intention of bheginuing now.
No lecture platform for me.” and so an-
other lie iz nailed.
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We now have a Government cable from
Ban Franciseo to the Farallon Islands,
Where are the Farallons? Just 32 miles
due west of the entrance to the Gaolden
Gate, They have been chiefly noted for
bLeing the brecding grounds of sea gulls
and afford millions of egegs for the San
Francisco market. The maritime interests
of Ban Franciseo make n Weather Burenu
Station on the Farnllons a very valuable
thing, and it hos now been established.
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Hareafter the Government will display
storm warnings feom 6= Fafallon sration,
and all vessels will -report to the station
by signal, and the obssrver will report
them at once to San Francisco, thus an-
nouncing arrivals several honrs ahead of
the landing. The new service will permit
the calling of tugs, the communication of
wedather reports, and the sconveyance of
much maritime information importaut to
passing craft and to San Francicco busi-
ness men. :
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The name of Gen. Corbin was put np nt
one of the Washington Clubs by several
of his brother oflcers who werd members,
and some of the promiment eitizens of the

| District at three different times, and he

has been black-balled ench time. This
wonld never have been known if some of
his friends had nov come ont and told it,
and endeavored to “explain bow it hap-
pened.”  There are times when a man
wislies ta send up along with his petition
to the throne of groce for defedse from
his enemies a sort «of addenda for protec-
tion from his fool friends,
: = =
Beeretary of the Treasury Shaw missed
the train the other duy when on his way
biack to Washington, bhecause he had not

| money enough in his pockets to pay his

botel Lall, and the Chicago young woman
who acts s Cashier for a earavansary
ths re, tarned bim down when he offered
her a check for $235. It was rather an
cibarrassing situation for the big man
who was in & bhurry, and there is no know-
ing what would have huppened if the
Clief Clerk of the hotel bad not put in
biz appearance ahont that time,
L ] L] L]

The Hawniinn Legislature has sent a
petition to the 58th Congress to make the
Hawaiinn Inngnage the officinl language,
w0 05 to allow the use of it in legislntive
procecdings,  The legislature also  asks
that all Hawaiians who ‘ean read, write
and speak the Hawaiinn language be
qualified for jurors,
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Congress onght not to do anything of
the kind, To take such action would be to
nuike awaiian the lapguage to be tanght
in the_public schools, Hawaii is now a
Territory of the United Stutes, and the
quicker she qualifies herself for that hon-
orable position the better,  The “United
States” language is good enouzh for nny-
body. It would be n ornel thing to under-
tuke to suppress the muosieal langnage of
the natives of Hawaii, but they enn pre-
tain their own langunge while learning
thnt of 8 better vountry aud a langunge

that in & wery short time will be the
diplomatic language of the world.
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The Pope expresses great
receiving from PPresident Roosevelt o copy
of ‘the “Messages of the Presidents’
which be declares he will read with in-
terest, and be glad to place with the st
of the President’s books which woere pre-
sented to him last year by Gov., Taft.
Thess are the books which the readers of
The National Trilmne have long ago had
the pleasure of reading.
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Senator Hunna's soungest daughter is
to be married in Cleveland June 10, The
Republican State Couvention was to be
held June 9 and 10, but as  Senator

leasure al

IHanna's presence is desived both plaeces,
and it is bad luek to change the date of
# woldding, the date of the Convention has
been changed to May 26 and 27 or June
2 und 3, just as snits the Senutor.
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Mis. Sheridan last week sold the houss
which the people ef the United States
gave her husband, Gen. Phil Sheridan.
There is not now a single house remain-
Ing in the nume of one of the famous men
to whom the people of the country pre-
sented them.

s o »

It is =aid now thnt one reason for the
general stirring up of toings in the Post-
office Department is the antiquated meth-
ods of doing things there. A Government
Department gets into ruts about doing
things. and it never gets out unless It 1s
literally “vanked” out by stringent new
Inws. A Department.officinl hates cliange:
8 Departwent clerk simply will not

change undess forced p, .. It is so_mpch
ensier to go on doing- the ofd way ‘that
has been followed by.predegessors for 50
years thon it ds. 30 spend. a lirtles gray
matter of the-brain in thinking up new
and belter ways.- , *
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The business- of. the Post-ofice Depart-
ment Lhas grown enormonsty in the last 10
vears. and sbont the only change there has
been the addition of a few clerks every
little while to get the added business ont.
Now it is discoversd that “somebody™ has
blwndered in being extravagant in order-
ing supplics for new and ofd post-ofiices,
and that mistakes have been made in
every armm of the service, which will cost
the Government n pretly peany, yet were
not necessary. It i3 alzo diseavered that
these things were easy to do, becanse
there is no <ort of check on the heads of
Departments, and not much check on the
clerks.  “Antiguated methods™ is the rea-
son of the present ruection. It i€ not
thonzht that anybody Las been really dis-
honest.  As a matter of fact you won't
find very many people who believe that
it is dishonest to fritter away the Govern-
ment money.  “The Government pays for

it,” =o let it go.
]
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Postmaster-General Payne seoms dis-
pased to injeot a little new life into the
old eoncern, however, and before he gets
threngzh with the investigation which is
now in progress it is very likely that there
will be a nnmber of improvements in the
wiy  of doing Dunsiness  there. Capt.
Henry Castle. Aunditor, for the Post-oflice
Department, has been for two or thres
years  urging  that . more  bosiness-like
methods be adopted, and his advice will
now be Followed.
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THE PRESIDENT'S-TOUR.

He is Taking a 'ell-sarn;d Vacation Amid
the Wonders of the Yellowstone Park.

President Roosevelt has thorounghly de-
wonstrated that a man who realis does
ot desire to poge in the newspapers does
not have to. He saild when he wis gotting
resdy to start on his long Western trip
that he dild not want to have a whole
hierid of newspaper men trooping  after him.
He wanted to rest and he wanted to take
that rest in his own way. The reputable
newspapers of the couniry have taken
him a! his word, and they wooll take
any other public man at his word, the
minute they felt sure that be said and
thonght the same thing, Only one news-
paper in the whole country mide any nt-
tempt to invade the privacy of the 'resi-
dent, and the reprezentative of that paper
got lost in the shaffle, or, rather, e went
ont in the “discard™ and has wpot been
heard of since,
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The word that comes out to the world
from the President. who is scouting ronnd
in the Yellowstone I’ark, is brought by
the Military couriers. They report that
the President is in the best of healih. He
takes long tramps over the trails, and
when feasible enjoys riding the biz troop
horses that have been plaeed at his dis-
posal. There is a good deal of swow in
the Yellowstane, which somewhat inter-
feres with some of the plans that were
made for the enjoyment of the President,
for some of the trails arve impassable at
this time, the drifting snow having filled
canyons and golches. If the “beantiful’
would freeze good and hard all wonld be
well, but it is light and shifty and liable
to “let down™ heavy-weights in unexpect-
ed places. It would bhe unwise for the
President to risk an aceident of this chai-
acter.
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A wonderful story has gone out ahout
the President being determined 1o visit
Death Gulch in the Yellowstone Park,
where, it is gruesomely told, “nothing with
lnngs ean live.” It is even cicenmstantinl.
Iy related that there are horrible hot sul-
phur springs in the “gulch” which send
up demdly gases and vapors =0 that every-
thing that ventures in dies, and that the
floor of this terrible guleh is covered knee-
deep with the bones of creatures that are
lured by some dread faseination into the
deepi, damp.idark. death chamber. Tt all
reads like a réal blood- thriller oughit’ to,
but it isn’t so. '-
* s ® .

Col. George Anderson, a big cavalry-
man who is in Washiogton and who was
in charge of the Yellowstone Park  for
many yenrs, says thut the story is dn idie
tale, made out of whole eloth, There is
n place called “Death Guleh.” nnd that is
the extent of the trath  of the story.
“There is n goich,” he sars, *nnd it hos
some disngreoable and ronk odors, vil-
lninous smells as one ever encountersd,
They eome from the sulphur springs, hnt
they do not poison anyoene. In this goleh
are some small =alt springs. and animals
go in there to lick the salt. Some houters
fonnd thiz out and placed poisoned meat
in the guleh to eapture the animals for
their pelts and furs. It was an  easy
method, as the animals wonld die in the
goleh insread of wandering away into the
woods where they could not be found.
An exploring party went up the guleh and
fonud a number of animals that had been
poisoned. Maore than this there were hun-
dreds of skeletons of animals, such as
mountain - liong, bob  cats.  foxes and
walves, for the bunters hmd skinned the
animals and left the ecarensses in the
gnleh. The exploring party immediately
decided that the animals had been pois-
oned by the odors and that report bocame
generally helieved. The hunters naturally
wanted it spread, as 1 Insured them un-
interrnpted profits. Al visitors would 2o
to the mouth of the guleh, or far enongh
to et o WHiff of the odors and a sight of
the bones, amd would at onee accept the
story ns troe.”

The President has accepted the iuvita-
tion to lay the corperstone of the new
gate at the North bpnndary of the Yollow-
stone I"ark., The coremony will ocenr
during the afternoon of April 24, which
is the President’s lust doy of (recdom,
The exercises will be-comducted by the
rrand Lodge of Masons of Montanag, and
will be very impressive, It wos designed
to hold the ceremonies much later, but
when it was found that the President
would assist, the matter was hurvied up
gquite a good deal.
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The Park is being patrolled in a very
efficient manner by the mounted police.
A maun who belonged to the transportation
company of the Park, but who seems to
have been unknown to the police, was
found within the proseribed limits, and,
despite his protestations that he had a
right there, giving his nmwe and business,
the police trotted him off to headguariers
and locked him up over night, uutil his
case conld be looked into, He was able to
clear himself when daylight came, but he
wax 20 badly scared that he declared he
would quit the employ of the company.

* 8 e

Secrelnry Loeb went up to meet the
I'resident when he came in from Fort
Yellowstone amnd carried some  routine
business for the President to transaet, the
first that he has done since he went into
the hill conutry, On his retorn to Cioni-
bar. Secretary Loeb sent out the follow-
ing disputch:
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“Phe President abd his party have just
returned from their cight days’ horseback
trip in the morth of the park und anlong
the Yellowstoue, The party consisted of
the President, Maj. Pitcher, Mr. John
Burroughs, with an orderly, the scouts, and
the packers with the mule train. All of
the party are in excellent health, and not
an aecident of any kind occurred.  On
entering the park the President informed
Maj. Pitcher that he would not, under any
circumstances, fire a shot ot anything
while in the park, and he took neither
rifle nor shotgun with him. The party
had some good fishing, and the President
nud Mr, Burroughs speot a Inrge part of
their time in following and watching at
close quarters the great _herds of gume,
chiefly e'llltépbut ;'lhan mountnﬁ sheep, deer
and ant e, e party will go to the
interior of the visit the geysers, and

ps the Falls of the Yellowstone,

will go in on or

::° :rkis. accordicg ta' the condition the
; - Wmuiax Logs, Jr.,
“8ecreiary to the President
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© CONPITION: OF IEE WRECK,

‘4. The evidence bogring npon this, be-
ing prilwipnII,\'-'nIm:i'lm I}‘ﬁuufxdi\-ors. did
not enable the Court g@ form a detinite
conclusion as to the pgoudition : of ;the
wreek, althoogh it . wg established. that
the after part of the shilp was practically
intact, amd sank in that condition a very
few minntes after theWestruction of the
forward part.

“The following factzin regard to the
forward part of the sWip are,” however,
estnblished by the testidoay:

“A portion of the mt side of the pro-
teetive deck. whicls edtends from abont
frame 30 to abont_ frame 41, was blown
up, aft, and over to porl.. The main deck,
from about Frame 30 to abont frame 41,
was blown. up, aft, avd slightly over to
starboard, folding the forward part of the
middle superstructure over and on top of
the after part.. Al

“This was, in the opinfon of the Courf,

cansed by the partinl éxplosion of {wo or
more of the forwaml magazines of the
Maine, , :
a. At frame 17, the enter shell of the
ship, from & point. 1112 feet from the
middle line of the ship, and six feet above
the keel when in its normal position, has
been foreed up so as to be now about four
feet nhave the surface of the water, there-
fore ahout 33 feet above where it shonld
B luud the ship . sunk nuinjored.

“The sutside bottom plating is bent into
it reversed Voshape (AL the after wing of
which. abont 15 feet brosmd amd 32 feer
in length (from frome 17 (o frame 205,
ig donbled back upon itsell against the
econtinuation of the samge plating, extend-
ing forwanl, . L ;

“At framie 18 the veifieal keel is brok-
en in two, and the flat Kedl hent into an
angle similar 1o _the anglp formed by the
ontsidde bottom  plating,. This bregk s
abont six Teet gbove the surface of the
water, and abont 30 teet ‘l.hn\‘v it= normal
poesition. -

“In the opinion of the Conet this effect
conld have Lm-n produced ofily by the ex-
plosion of o mine sitnated under the bot-
tom of the ship at abont frome 18 anpd
somewliait on the port side of the ship.

S5 The Conrt finds that the Joss of (he
Maine on tiie ocension named was not in
any respect due to fandt or negligenee on
the part of gny of the alficers or members
of the erew of sail vessel,

ST In the opinion of the Court  the
Maine was destroyed by the explosion of
a submarine mine, which eaused the par-
tinl explosion of two or more of the for-
ward magazines,

“S. The Court las been npable to ob-
tain evidenee fixing the respe ility for
the destroction of (e Maine upon any
person or persons.”’ ’s

ADMIRAL CERVERAS WARNING.

In view of the foregoing finding rogard-
ing the hrutal Mowing up of the Maine by
Spanish anthorities, it s pot improper to
show atf this tiine that Spain knew that
if she won out in her barbarous war on
Cuba, she eould never do it in an open
fnad faie naval fight, and fhat her only sore
method of winning wduld be by such
dastardly means as she permitied, she
did not specifienlly m‘gnﬂ. in the case of
the Mine. -

Adwmital Cervera, Whp commanded the
iH-futed Spanish feet, 2l whoin we fonnd
a good deal of 5 maf?ong  heforn the
coming of the fleet tsh » Wegt  India
waters, informed hid Rjovernment . that
the project was time 0¥l money thpwn
away. e Wrote: ¥ .I: thyself iF it is
right for me to keep f it, sl therely
make myself an mmtﬁi- iee in gulventures
which will surely "”'j;;li"‘" folal ruin of
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Spain.”™ e does u geep silent. Ife
procesds tp tell _the ‘Ai ¢en  Regent  of
Spain thyt her navy Poigists of a Jol of

nnfinished toy hoats; tha!' the resources of
the conntry are -\thh-'en? amd that there
is po money to hny ngy, poitts or to make
seaworthy the old miegeiFhe few it war-
ships Spain_ has. e gejits ont, are not
provided with their | s el o crown
it all, b wld the QuenlipRégent: that the
common people. nf Spaie did oot | want
war, but that they q&li‘?vgmi'lmu-e. e
told her that those ?‘ﬁu{l\'c-rv) forcing her
tu go to war for a Jittly island that was
lost to them anyhow, were very had ad-
visers, and that they did not koow what
they were leading her into.  “But those
whao do not want war,” he said, “arp the
ones who suffer and weep inside of-their
own houses, and do not talk as lond as
the minority who profit. by the confinga-
tion of this stete of -afaire o OF 2 the
Spanish gailors he says:  “As for the
crews, [ do not know them, but T may
suy that the cerews that defeated ‘onr
predecessors at Trafalzgar had been re-
eruited in the same war™

After expressing f tlms, Adiniral
Cervers alded:  “Thix ix my loyal opin-
ion, and for the sake of the Nution [ ex-
press it to the Government.  If it s
thonght advisable for me to express it
personally. T am ready (o start at the
first intimation. After I have done this,
thus relieving my conscienee of a heavy
weight, T am quite weady to  fulfill  the
comparatively easy duty of conduocting our
forces wherever I may he ordered, being
anre that all of them will do their dute.”

Then the Quesn Hegent ordered him
across the sea to Coban waters. Tt must
have been an awful jonrmey for the Ad-
mirnk, who was a gallant fitthe gentleman,
and who knew that he was taking his lirtle
navy straight to its déstraction and his
wen o almost ns eertain death. Ie
probably did not know to what depths his
Government had sunk in 1= plans  for
winning in an upequal fizht., sod  had
never been informed that the blowing up
of the Maine and other battleships, if
they could he enticod fnte her harbors,
was a part of the scheme of annibilation
which Spain had in view for an enemy
which she eonld pever bope (o conguer
on the high seas in apen fight.

FINDING OF THE SpANISH COURT.

Some day, nndonbiedly, the whole plot
of Spuin will Ye uneovergd,  Jnst now,
however, the finding of the Spanish Court
of Tuguiry on the Llowing up of the
Maine is a diplomatic lessoncin “IHow not
to make the truth known.” The paper
was hemded by the Spanish: “Finding of
the Spanish Conrt of Instrnction.” It was
well named,  The oficials who were set to
waork by Bpain to inguire into the wihy of
the destruction of the Maine had  theiv
“instructions”  exaetly what to  *‘find,”
and they “found™ it with neatness and
dispateh. The ﬁ"'lill;:,h\\‘llil'll follows, is
very rich when l-unﬂ-:iﬂxd with the striet-
Iy technical conclusiops of men trained to
their business, and j!“.:z&‘ilh' of their lionor
and integrity, such ag formed the Uvited
States Board of Ingyicy;

“Po the Alil.u'll‘ill..\lni linln. Naval Com-

mandant-General oft e Station:
the night of

“Your Exeellencyz0n
Feh. 15 Inst a dreadfg) ind extraordinary
event disturbed the us tranguillity and
internal order of thi¥'hiy. A mournful
catastrophe had ul.'l'!‘l;r’r” on beard  the
North American ironglail Maine.

“Having been ins&u‘"; el by your Ex-
cellency, in the lrltl-l;"\f hich gave rise to
the present proceediggiy to proceed with
all possible promplit ﬁpnd energy to the
investigntion of the gpatter in question,
I began my pr(-limiunﬂ'-' roceedings while
the flames produced by the explosion were
still rising from the. yessel, and while
some lesser [explosions,] cansed, no doubt,
by the sction of the heat upon the shells
au;i other explosives, were heard at inter-
vals,

“The undersigned immediately ordered
all perscns to be summoned, who, owing
to their being in the wicinity of the said
vossel, could give any explanation or in-
formation with regard.to the disaster, or
any account of its effeets, and I requested
the sttendance of an officinl interpreter
of the Government, in order that he might
act as such in the taking of such deposi-
tions as might necessitate his services,
and I wrote to the Copsul of the United
States of America in this capital, request-
ing the attendance of such of the princi-
E:l::mmll men of the crew of the

as might be in- & econditibn to
testify. "
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“As Don Francisco Javier de RBalas,;
Lientenant in_ the-navy, the .
the Court of .lnulﬁg!ﬁt!l W,
American offer, o fews el
the heginning of the proceedings, whether
the explosion conld have bgen caused by |
a-torpedo, notwithstanding the emphatic
expressions of public opinion, which im-

uredintely - rejected  this. sappesition  as
absurd, and which was ecorvoborated by
dgrmmments ensily understood by every

aval officer, I thonght it expedient to
direct the investigation along this line, on
neepant of the facility of obtaining suffi-
cient data to show the external aetion
during the moments following submarine
explosions, which are so peenliar in theie
character, and so well known to all who
have witnessed them and studied them in
their effects=.

“The Narth American man-f-war
Maine, of 6,682 tons displacement, made
of steel, 318 feet in length, 57 feet beam
and 22 feet in depth, having double en-
gines of 92083  indicated horse-power,
Iannched in New York in 1800, entered
this port on the 24th of January of this
sear, and anchored at buoy-Xo. 4 (see the
part of the plan at  folio 100). The
underzigned has  heard onofficially  the
reason of the arrival and stay in these
witers of the jronclad e question.  For
this it was sufficient to call to the mind
the royal order of Aung. 11, 1882, which
penmits in ordinary times of peace the
cutrance of foreign squadrons and single
vessels into our ports withont any other
restrictions than those prescribed by the
ordinances of the navy, anid that . of
obedience to the police regulations estab-
lished in these porls, :

“Paking the said buoy No. 4 [locally
No, 4, but Xo. 5 on Chart 307 of the
United States Hydrographic office] as the
coenter, the depth of the bay varies, with-
in a radivg of 1M meters, Trom 30 to 0
feet, with n bottom of loose mud, The
Maine, when she came in, drew 22 foot,
amd the depth of wiater at the place where
she sunk is 32 feet at the bow and 30
feet at the stern.

O the night of the sad ocenrrence the
Spanish eruiser Alphonso XTI was  an-
chored ot Imoy No, 3. aml the naval steam
transport Lagnspi at No. 2, distant 140
and 240 meters, respectively, from the
said huoy No, 4.

“At the moment of the explosion there
was no wind, and the water was very
smooth, as it usually is in this bay at that
hony.

“I'he rise of the tide in the harhor is
one nnd a half feet, and the high tide on
that day was at 4 p. m.

“Before proceeding to the consideration
of other dota I think it well to reeall to
your Excellencs’s enlightened mind  the
phenomenn which aveompany the explo-
sion of a submarine mine, meaning there-
by what is known under the generie term
of torpedo, and leaving aside all that can
apply exclusively to a sublerranean mine,
ot aceount of the niter impossibility that
sueh a mine conld have heen  prepared
without batteries |elementos], or  even
with batteries, without the knowledge of
the authorities and of the publie genernlly.

The ignition of the torpedo must nec-
essarily have been produced either by eol-
lision or by electrical discharge; and ns the
state of the sea and wind did not allow of
any motion in the vessel, the hypothesis of a
collision at that moment must be réjectod,
amd we must consider that of an electric
current sent by a cable [wire] from a
station: hut no traces or signs of any
wire o station have been discoverad,

“The phepomena observed in submafine
explosions are as  follows: When the
ignition takes place, the explosive sul-
stanee i convertd into a gaseous one
aiyd forms a bubble, which, owing to iis
ascensional foree, tends nsaally to rise to
the surface in a vertieal line, prdueing a
detonation moere or less Jond in proportion
th the quantity of explosive material em-
ployed and the depth at which it is placed,
and aecompanied by a column of water,
the hight of swhich s likewise in propor-
tion to the two circumstances mentioned.

“At the smupe. time a certain quaking
[trepidacion] is noticed on the  shore,
which varies direetly in proportion 1o the
amonnt of vxi:!n_»:iv_n_!‘_ matter used, its
groater inmersion, and its nearness to the
bottom: apd. hexides, a wvery pecaliar
shoek i3 ob=erved against the siles of
vessels, which varies aeccording to the dis-
tanee. and which, owing to the incom-
pressibility of the water, does not, aceord-
ing to experiments, diminish in  inverse
proportion to the square of the distance.

“Auother  important  phenomena, to
which great weight should be attached in
this case. on aeeonunt of the peculiar
mwatnre of the harbor, is the presenee of
dead fish on the surface [of the water],
nsually ennpsed by the rupture of the
natators bladider.

“The sction of torpedoes on vessels is
vory varinble, and depends, besides, on the
resistance of the hull which it strikes, the
quantity of the explosive matter, amd the
distanuve,

“No known ease has vet hesn recorded
where the expdosion of a torpedo agninst
the side of n vessel has caused the ex-
plosion of the magazines.

“As is seen by the plans [diagrams],
there was nothing bat powder and shell in
the forwnrd mazazines of the Maine.

It appears from the examination of
wilnesses:

“Don Julio Pervs y Perera, naval Lieu-
tenant of the tirgt class, states in his Jepo-
sition that he was in  his sheers-honse
|easa de la machina], about 400 yvards
fromy the said vessel, when, about :35
p. m., he saw an enormons blaze of fire
arise toward the zenith and to a great
hight, followed by a terrible explosion.
He adds that almest the whole of the iron-
elnd was covered by a thick smoke, that
the Hlnmination was almost instantaneons-
yextinguished. and that an infinite num-
ber of colored lights passed away -into
space. The moment after the explosion
all was dark until, a little later, the awful
gerene was illnminsted by the brightness of
the fire, which was certainly enused by
the explosion.

“The witness says that other explosions,
apparently of shell, followed, which con-
tinued until 2 o'clock in the morning, at
which hour the fire began to diminish.

“The witness saw the bow sink n few
minntes after the explosion, and he asserts
that there was ne column of water, nor
the least movement in the water [mar],
and that there was no shaking of the land
on shore,

“The other depositions of wilnesses con-
firmi the deseription of the explosion given
by fhis officer, nnd they all agree that they
notiesd no movement in the water, and
that they felt no shock of the water, al-
thongh “ome of them were on board ves-
sels a8 pear the Maine as the Alfonso X1IL

“Dhiring the early hours of the morning
the uudersigned, accompanied by the See-
retary, nunle a close exawmination of the
bay without finding any dead fish, or in-
Juries of any kind on the pilés of the piers.

“Don Frauciseo Aldao, the head pilot,
testifies that  the harbor of Havana
abounds in fish, and that there are per-
sons whe devore themselves to this in-
dustry  with profit; and the techineal
assistant of the junta of the harbor works,
Senor Andois, who has been engaged npon
them for many years, states that, without
any exception, whenever small blasts have
been mude with charegeés [of  powder]
varying from five to 25 pounds, for the
purpose of blowing up hulls of vessels,
lnose rock, and even shoals in the bay, a
great numnber of dead fish  have been
found inside the hulls or floating on the
surfuce of the water.

“In continuation of the investizgation
on the 16th of Febmary the United Stntes
Congul was requested, through vour Ex-
cellency, to prociive the attendance of
gome of the surviving officers and sailors
of the Mgaine, in order to reccive such-tes-
timony ns they might see fit to give with
regard to the ocenrrence. On the same
day, through the same medium, permnis-
gion was requestzd to examine the hot-
tom of the vessel. On the 18th of Feb-
ruary I aguain applied to yous Excellency
to procure from the commander of the
Malne, either direetly or through his Con-
sul, exact information as to the quautity
of explosives still existing in thit pert of
the vessel which had not been bwned.
On the 21st [ went to the
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tors might be it -at the operations
of the Ameriean official diver. On the
sume day I again wrote, asking for per-
widsion td procesd 1o tl':e éxfimination of
the jronclad. On the 224 1 repeated my
visit to the Mangrove. -

“On the 1Mh of Febrnary the aunthori-
ties had replied, stating thaty” by agreée-
ment with the commander of the Maine
and the United States Consul-General, the
examination requested in my letter of the
1Sth wonld be made as soon as those gen-
tlemen received the appliances and divers
whom they had asked for.

“On the 24th I received an important
communication, dated Feb. 17, inclosing
one from his Excellency the Governor-
General of this island, stating that the
commander of the Maine. npon being con-
sulted as to the steps necessary to the
success of this investigation, had replied
that he expected to execuate all the opera-
tions necessary to the examination of the
vessel which had been under »is  com-
mand under his own superviston. in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the regu-
Iations of the American navy.

“It was at last possible to make use of
the new mode of investigation offered by
the work of the divers, as it was  dis-
coverad, from what they bave accom-
plished up to this date, that the hull of
the wrecked vessel is apparently boried in
the mud, and that the examination of the
ontside i impracticable, but that it may
Ire possible to examine  the inside when
the multitigde of articles of all kinds
which are lyviog .in confusion in it have
been removed,

“The divers, having besn instructed to
examine and .deseribe  everything they
might "notice at-the hottom of the hay
and nearest to the supken vessel, reported
thiut they bad not foupd in the mud which
forms the bottopn  any  inegualities - or
fissnres—=uch ax the examinntion of the
bottom of the bay at the place occupied
by the Maine and the hull [calada] of
the vessel which donbtless have broanght
to light, on the supposition that a tarpedo
had been the eause of the cutastrophe,
This imaginary explosive  apparatus
[artificio] must necessarily, in this ease,
have been placed at the very bottom of
the bay or very near it. and when it ex-
ploded wonld have enused the goases to
reaet upon it. and, at the same time that
it produced a greater eoffect upon  the
water npward, it would have made large
fissuires |deformaciones| in the mud.

“It appears from the examination of the
wreek of the Maine, part of which is
aflont, made Ly the undersigned, the com-
mandants of artillery, the commandant of
engineers, and the commander of the tor-
peido. brigade, . that, whatever may  have
been the original cause of the disnster,
there js no doubt that there was an ex-
plosion in the forward mazazine, which
cotirely destroyed the ddecks and  bulk-
heads, which now display the appear-
ance of a shapeless mass of boards, bars
and pipes of metal, very diffienlt to de-
sevibe.  In particular may be noticed n
Inrge fragment of the forward . deck,
which must have been rgised in the most
violept mnnner and hent donbie toward the
stern by the forward stack-house, like an
immense sheet of iron, with a considerable
inclination to  starboard, which, upon
turning over, hurled ont of the ship the
forward turret, containing two guns,
which was sitnated on the starbonrd side,
and another zun with a shield. which was
plaved within the ship on the second deck.
When the fleck was bent double, as has
been said. the smoke-stacks must have
fallen. On the present upper side of this
deck may be seen the Lheams and  the
knees which fastendd them to the sides
of the ship.

“The whole stern is submerged, with
the mainmast in place and intact, <o much
of it s ¢an he seen’ ahove the water, in-
chnding the lights [glasses] of the sky-
lights of the c¢abin hatchways and  the
glasses of one projector [provector].

“The gentlemén above mentioned assert
that the injuries deseribed could  only
have been enused by the explosion of the
forward magnzine, i

“Notwithstanding what has been stated.
it i= proper to insist upon the fact that
there is not a =single instance on record,
as has already been said. where the ex-
ternal action of the torpedo agoninst the
side ‘of a vessel has cansed the explosion
of its magazines, althouzh many vessels
are vecorded 45 having been totally de-
stroyed by torpedoes, as may be proved
by €. Sleemap’s work entitled “Torpoedoss
and Torpedo Warfaré” puablishad in Lon-
dan in 1880, in which treatise there is a
detailed aceonnt, extending from page 330
to page 338, inclusive, of the principal
events of this nature which have ocenrred
from 1585 to 1885: and this inventory of
marine disasters includes a great number
of United States men-of-war which de-
stroyed Confederate vessels by means of
torpedaes.,

“H. W. Wilson's treatise, Vol. 11, pub-
li<hed in 1806, and entitled ‘Ironclads in
Action; Naval Warfare from 1555 io
1895, may also be consulted on this sub-
jeot.

“On the other hand, there are recorded
in the-history of all the nations in the
world, and especially in modern times, a
proportionsate number of events sufiicing
to prove the comparative facility with
which ships of war are liable to hocome
the vietims of unknown and fatal! aeei-
dents, owing to combinations which may
result from the varions and complicated
materials employed in their eonstroction
and armament, as it is in many cises im-
possible to zguard against them, exeept at
the eost of terrible calamities.

“The knowledge of the spontaneons
combsition of the eoal in the eoal-bunkers
is within the reach of all, antl there is not
a navy officer who eannot relate some sad
episode attributed to this oeese,

“Phe diangzer is inerensed wheny the coal-
bunkers gre separated from the powder
and ammunition magazines oply by a
bulkhead of iron or steel, and it
becomes imminent- when the heat devel-
aped in the eonl is conveyed to the maga-
zines, as his happened in several  cases.
To prevent them, recoarse has been had
to the stidy of ventilation suflicieat to
prevent the aceamuliation of zasex and
the development of ealorie, taking, in addi-
tion, the temperature of the coal-lmnkers
at proper intervals.  In spite of all this,
cases of spontaneons combustion have oc-
curred repeatedly, and it is astonishing
that the powder and shell magazines
should still continue to be placed in im-
mediate contact with the coal-bunkers.

“Don Satnrnine Montojo, an illustrions
Lieutenant in our navy, relates a very re-
markable case which happened to the un-
fortunate Ieina Regente when she was
being bnilt at Clydebank. Senor Montojo
says that the shafts of the screws passed
through several water-tight compartinents,
which together formed a tunnel for the
passage of the shaft. The compartment
o the port side of that of the wheel of
the helm wis furnishel with a register
[registro] for the purpose of inspecting
the shaft, and vpon a workman attempt-
ing to draw  ont a smull  serew
there was an explosion, causing a small
fracture of the side on the exterior, and
filling the stern compuriments of the
vessel with water; but the ship did not
sink entirely. thanks to the other water-
tight compartments and to the powerful
prumps with which the ship was provided,
which were set to work and kept her
afloat. :

“This neeident was attributed to the fact
that the compartment in question had no
ventilation. It is evident that gases are
formed in any one of the places men-
tioned by the electric action developed by
the fafty sulistances combined with the
paint, the water, ete, v

“If there is any ventilation, these gnses
have an outlet; but if there is noue, they
wecnmulate and finally acquire a eertain
tension, and wnen they are brought into
contact with a light or sofficient heat
their explosion follows, as frequently oe-
enrs in neines and coal-bunkers. The S0 or
G0 [coal bunkers] of the Reina Regente
had each a ventilation pipe and a tempera-
ture pipe. If, notwithstanding all this, any
aecident should ebstruct or clog the ven-
tilation, or if due attention is mot paid

steamer Mangrove for the purpose of
.

to the temperature, or even when snch
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attention is paid, if its indications are not
good. the adoption of urzent mensures of
safety will merely diminish the danger,
without making it disappear entirely.

“The loss of the English vessel, Dwt-
terel, which has been so much studied
and disenssed, was due to the use of a
drier [drying oil] employed in painting,
amd known under the name of the “zero-
tina drier.”

“In trade some of the varnishes and in-
grodients used in the painting of vessels
are now recommended by protecting them
with patents as not liable to produce in-
flnmmable gases, .

“The English seientific magazine, the
‘Enginesr,” No. 2180, of Dec. 10, 1807,
publizhes an  important  article  entitled
*Shell Aceilent ot Bull Point.” showing
the possibility of the explogion of a shell,

not by the fuse, but by the spon-
taneous  breaking of the shell itself.
The shell of which the author of

the article speaks was made for a four-
inch gun., weighed 25 pounds, used the
Leandenbnm fuse. and had a hurdened
point. tempered in water.

“These instances saffice to prove that,
in spite of all the precautions that may
be taken, there may oceur on board of
moddern vessols, especially war vessaels,
muny unforseen accidents, arising from
the combination of such  diverse s=nb-
stunees as those which are employed in
their armamént, =o difenlt and danger-
ous to mansge, accumnlated  in large
quantitiez and exposed to the action of
heat and electricity. almost  constantly,
ench unhappy aceident serving to regnlate
services on the basis of precautions. and
to canse precantions to he taken, so far ns
possible, with every new agent  which
ngeessity compels us to aceept in the most
recent constructions,

“Consequently, in view of the resnit of
the procesdings and the meritz of the ob-
servations submitted, the undersigned con-
silders it his imperative duty to state the
following conclusions:

*1. That on the night of Feb. 15 last
an explosion of the first order, in the for-
warnd magazine of the American ironelad
Muine. eanzed  the destruction of that
part of the ship, and its total submersion
in the snme place in this bay at which it
wias anchored.

*2. That it is learned. from the din-
grams of the vessel. that there were no
other explosive substances or articles in
that magazine—the only one which ex-
ploded—rthan powder and shells of various
calibers.

“3. That the same diagrams prove that
said magazine was surrounded on the port
side, the starbioard sile, and partly aft by
ecoal-bunkers containing bitmninous coal,
and which were in compartments adjoin-
ing the said magazine, and apparently
separated from it only by metal bulk-
heads. - : .

“4. That the important facts connected
with the explosion in its external appear-
ance at every montent of its duration hav-
ing been described by witne=ses, and. the
absence of all the ecirenmstanceés which
nece==arily accompany the explesion of a
torpedo having been proved by these wit-
nesses and experts, it can only be honestly
asserted that the éatastrophe was due to
internal causes,

“5, That the character of the proesed-
ings undertaken, angd respect for the law
which establishes the principle of the ab-
solute extraterritoriality of a foreign
war-vessel, have prevented the deter-
mination, even hy conjecture, of the
said internal origin  of _the disaster,
to which, also, the impoessibility of
establishing the necessary communication,
either with the erew of the wreeked vessel,
or with the officials of their Government
eommissioned to investigate the eausges of
the said event, or with those subsequently
intrsted with the issue, has contrilmted.

“fi. That the interior and exterior ex-
amination of the bottom of the Maine
whenever it is possible, nnless the bottom
of the ship and that of the place in the
bay where it is sunk are alterad by the
work which i= being earried on for the
total or partinl recovery of the vessel, will
prove the correciness of all that is said
in this report; but this must not be under-
stood to mean the. the acenracy of these
present conclusions requires such proof.

“Believing that I have fulfilled all the
requirements of Article 246, Title XIV,
Chapter I, of the Law of Military Pro-
cedure of the Navy, in accordance with
which, and with yonr Excelleney’s onders,
this investigation has been made, [ have
the honor to transmit this report to your
Excelleney’s hands, that yon may come (o
a eorrect decigion on the subject.

“PEpro DEL PEDRAL (Rubricated),

“Havana, March 22, 1898

(To be continned.)

RECENT LITERATURE.
CONTROL OF HEREDITY: A Study of
the Genesis of Evolution and Degen-
erney. By Casper Lavater Redfield,
Chicago: Monarch Book Company.
The lnws set forth in this volume lie at
the foundation of evolution, and show that
a man may cansge his children to be born
with greater or less intelligence, as he
chooses. . By the proper application of
these laws, a poet, musicinn. statesman or
philosoplier can be produced with almost
certainty. 1t also shows how the ranks of
the ecriminal elass are kept filled. and
throws mueh light on that serious and im-
portant phase of society.

Mazazines and Notes.

We have received from Comreade Thos.
I.. Stewnrd, Seevetary of the 11th Ohio
Assoeiation, a wneat little pamphlet cou-
tnining the roster of the procesdings of
e Mith and 20th Reunions, held at Troy,
Ohio, in 1901, and Soldiers’ Home, Ohio,
in 19O

Floral Life for April brings with it the
sweet breath of Spring. The beautiful
illustiations and the different eontributions
will delight every lover of Nature.

From the Department of New York,
3. A. R, Abstract of General Orders and
Proceedings of the 36th Annual Encamp-
m&rét. held -at Saratogs, June 26 and 27T,
1902. :

Strong Grounds.
{Philadelphia Public Ledger.)

A €bristian Scientist, while walking in
the country, came across a small boy sit-
ting under an apple tree doubled up with

ain. :

“My little man,” he said “what is the

matter?"

“1 ate some green apples,” moaned the
boy, “and ob, bow I ache!” . g

“fou don't ache,” answered the fol-
lower of Mrs.*Eddy; “von only think so.”
The boy looked up in astonishment at
snch a statement and then replied in a
most positive manner:

“That’s all right; you may think so, but
I've got inside information.” -




